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The Episcopal Church of the Atonement 
The Third Sunday of Easter 

April 18, 2021 at 10 am 
 

Voluntary Voluntary in F Major Edward Elgar 
 
Welcome The Rector 

All stand to sing. 
Hymnal 182 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing  

 

 
 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen! 
People  The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia. 
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The Priest and People offer the Collect of Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Song of Praise     Christ our Passover  Wonder, Love and Praise, 880 
 arr. John Hooker 

 

 

 

 
 
 
The Celebrant then says 
The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the 
eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The First Reading Acts 3:12-19 Read by Mary Hull 
 
A reading from Acts. 
 
Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as 
though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed 
over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected 
the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author 
of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his 
name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus 
has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 
 
“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God 
fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent 
therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 4   

1 Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; * 
you set me free when I am hard-pressed; 
have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

2 "You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; * 
how long will you worship dumb idols 
and run after false gods?" 

3 Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; * 
when I call upon the Lord, he will hear me. 

4 Tremble, then, and do not sin; * 
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 

5 Offer the appointed sacrifices * 
and put your trust in the Lord. 

6 Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see better times!" * 
Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O Lord. 

7 You have put gladness in my heart, * 
more than when grain and wine and oil increase. 

8 I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; * 
for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety. 

 
The Second Reading 1 John 3:1-7 Read by Sue Cole 
 
A reading from the first epistle of John.  
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we 
are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's 
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children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify 
themselves, just as he is pure. 
 
Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he was 
revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; no one who 
sins has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does 
what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
The People stand. 
 
Hymnal 490   I want to walk as a child of the light 
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The Gospel  Luke 24:36b-48 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were startled 
and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, 
and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch 
me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had 
said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still 
wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 
and he took it and ate in their presence.  
 
Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 
Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, 
that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are 
witnesses of these things.  
 
 
Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Sermon The Rev. Nancy Webb Stroud 
 
The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.   On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has 
spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People Form IV Book of Common Prayer, p. 388 
Celebrant 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Intercessor 
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in 
your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
Silence is observed, during which the people may offer the names of those for whom they pray. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may 
honor one another and serve the common good. 
Silence is observed, during which the people may offer the names of those for whom they pray. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in 
the service of others and to your honor and glory.   
Silence is observed, during which the people may offer the names of all for whom they pray. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and 
love one another as he loves us.  We give thanks for the birth this week of Maxine Offinger.  
Silence is observed, during which the people may offer the names of those for whom they pray. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
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Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their 
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
Silence is observed, during which the people may offer the names of those for whom they pray. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially Sarah Duffy, Lisle and Doris Hebert for 
whom the sanctuary lamp burns; that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may 
share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence is observed, during which the people may offer the names of those for whom they pray. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. From Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare 
Wounded God, disabled and divine: give us faith to perceive you pierced and embodied, standing 
here among us, feeding us forgiveness, beautifully broken; through Jesus Christ, the suffering 
servant. Amen.  
 
The People stand. 
 
The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
Welcome and announcements 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
When we gather, we are happy to receive an offering of “our life and labor” which we present to God. Thank you for 
your care of God’s people as we are drawn closer to God’s grace and reach out even more in God’s love. 
 
Offertory Children of the heavenly Father  Traditional Swedish Melody 
  Words by Lina Sandell-Berg, translated by Ernst Olsen 
 
Children of the heav’nly Father 
safely in his bosom gather. 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven 
such a refuge e’er was given. 
 
God his own doth tend and nourish, 
in his holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things he spares them, 
in his mighty arms he bears them. 
 

Neither life nor death shall ever 
from the Lord his children sever. 
Unto them his grace he showeth, 
and their sorrows all he knoweth. 
 
Though he giveth or he taketh, 
God his children ne’er forsaketh. 
His the loving purpose solely 
to preserve them safe and holy. 

 
The people standing, the Celebrant sings or says 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
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Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
The Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious 
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed 
for us, and has taken away the sin of the world.  By his death he has destroyed death, and by his 
rising again he has won for us everlasting life. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Sanctus S125, Proulx 
 

 
 
The Celebrant continues 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy 
Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 
unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve 
you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 
your eternal kingdom.  All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Priest and People: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread The Hymnal, S167 
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The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
While those in the church receive the Holy Eucharist, those at home are invited to offer this prayer of Spiritual 
Communion: 
In union, Blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed 
Body and Blood are offered this day, I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving.   
I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I cannot at this time receive 
communion, I pray you to come into my heart.   
I unite myself with you and embrace you with all the affections of my soul.   
Let nothing separate me from you; let me live and die in your love.  Amen. 
 
Please join in singing the Communion Hymn. 
The Hymnal 306  Come, risen Lord, and deign to be our guest 
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After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
All stand.  
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
The priest blesses the people, who respond 
Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
Celebrant  Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
The Hymnal 193   That Easter day with joy was bright 

 
 

 

Voluntary Postlude on “Thornbury”  Charles Callahan 
 

 
The Ministers of the Liturgy 

Altar Guild   Lesley Frazar and Rebecca Kreke 
Linen Guild   Sally Angers 
Readers   Mary Hull and Sue Cole  
Stream Team   Margaret Hannigan and Bill Stroud 
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Sources and Permissions 
Except as noted within the text of the service leaflet: 
 The structure and words of our service are taken from The Book of Common Prayer, Enriching 
Our Worship, The Book of Occasional Services, and Prayers for an Inclusive Church Prayers for an Inclusive Church 
by Steven Shakespeare. (All by Church Publishing.)  The Prayer for Spiritual Communion is adapted 
from St. Augustine’s Prayer Book, a publication formerly of the Order of the Holy Cross, and now of 
Forward Movement Publications. 
 The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Church of Christ in the USA. 
 Hymns are taken from The Hymnal 1982, Lift Every Voice and Sing II, and Wonder, Love, and 
Praise, (All by Church Publishing), and Songs & Prayers from Taizé (GIA Publications, Inc.). 
 Permission to print/post hymns for congregational use is granted by Rite Song and/or One 
License and permission to podcast/stream the music in this service is granted by One License: #A-
723294. 

 
This Week at Atonement 

Sunday, April 18   3rd Sunday of Easter 
    9 am Children’s Chapel on Zoom  
    10 am Holy Eucharist on YouTube and Facebook  
    11:00 am Coffee Hour on Zoom 
    6 pm Repeated Sunday Worship on Westfield Channel 15 
Monday, April 19   8:00 pm  AA 
Wednesday, April 21   7:00 pm  OA 
Thursday, April 22    6:30 pm  Evensong on Zoom and Facebook 
    7:30 pn  NA 
Sunday, April 25   4rd Sunday of Easter 
    8:00 am Holy Eucharist in person (reservations required) 
    9:00 am Children’s Chapel on Zoom  
    10:00 am Holy Eucharist in person and on YouTube and 
    Facebook (In-person reservations required.) 
    11:00 am Coffee Hour on Zoom 
    6 pm Repeated Sunday Worship on Westfield Channel 15 
 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 
Please use this list in your daily prayers. We are happy to add your concerns.  

Please contact Program Minister Jess Lee at program@atonementwestfield.org 
or call 562-5461 ext. 100. 

The Sanctuary Lamp burns to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Sarah Duffy, Lisle and 
Doris Hebert given by Peter Hebert  

Anglican Communion Cycle of Prayer  The Church of Ireland 

Diocesan Prayer Cycle  St. Luke’s, Lanesboro; Creation Care; Mampong Babies Home, Ghana; 
Episcopal Media Services; Achieves of the Episcopal Church  

Thanksgiving is offered for the birth this week of Maxine Offinger, first cousin of Harry Stroud 
Offinger. 
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At this time of pandemic we remember before God all who died and all who are suffering due to 
the COVID 19 virus and we thank God for all doctors, nurses, medical technicians, hospital 
workers, essential workers, research scientists, and all working to distribute vaccines. 

For these families and individuals  Art, Anne, Jean, Ruth, Virginia, Ruby, Thelma, Vivian, 
Connie, Seth, Candy, Betty, Jeff, Bonnie, Edward, Irida, Bryan, Jayden, Jillian, Jasmin, Steve, Mary, 
Kris, Florence, David, Lesley, Ciro, Christina, Andrea, Ted, Ginni, Rebecca, Owen, Scott, Bill, 
Becky, Mark, Iris, Jenny, Theodore, Hilda, Cheryl, Brad, Sarah, Skip, Marcia, Ruth, Amrita, Chris, 
Paul, Dick, Lyla, Scott, Jeff, Michelle, Jennie, Suzanna, Marcel, Lyn, Julie, Milo, Barbara and the 
Johnson family. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE CHURCH OFFICE  is closed this week while our Program Minister is on vacation.  Please 
call 413-562-5461, ext. 102 to be in touch with Mother Nancy if you need immediate assistance. 
 
VISITING THE CHURCH Individuals or families may visit the church for private prayer, or to 
receive Communion.  Mother Nancy may visit you at home if you are fully vaccinated.  Visits should 
be scheduled in advance with Mother Nancy or Program Minister Jess.   
 
WHY THIS PASSAGE IN THE BIBLE MEANS SO MUCH TO ME: A series of 
conversations lead by the clergy of Hampden Deanery on the scripture they find meaningful, and a 
chance for you to reflect on your own.  Beginning Wednesday April 28 to May 26th at 6:30 pm on 
Zoom.  Former Atonement Rector  Father Rick Bellows opens the discussion this coming 
Wednesday, and Mother Nancy’s turn is May 5.  Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/7077290400 
 
FARMERS’ MARKET VOLUNTEERS  The Westfield Farmers’ Market is looking for 
volunteers for the upcoming season in the following roles: 
On Market Days, Thursdays, June 3 2021 - October 14, 2021 (rotating shifts will be assigned based 
on volunteer availability and market need) 
Set Up Crew: 10am - 12noon.  
3 - 4 volunteers needed to set up shade canopies, Market tables and chairs, signage, perimeter tape 
and supplies. 
Shift One: 11:30am - 2:30pm 
 Entrance Host - Welcome customers, monitor the entrance, ensure hand sanitizer 
and masks are being used, explain the layout of the market, answer questions 
 SNAP processor - Process SNAP/EBT card purchases, using market tablet and 
equipment, process credit card purchases, explain SNAP and HIP programs (documentation 
provided) 
 Floating Hosts (5) - Answer questions, remind customers of one way flow of traffic 
and social distancing as needed, fill in for other volunteers to take breaks 
 Exit Host - Thank customers, encourage them to come next week, answer questions, 
count customers exiting the market 
Shift Two: 2:30pm - 5:00pm 
Roles same as above: 

• Entrance Host 
• SNAP processor 
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• Floating Hosts (5) 
• Exit Host 

Take Down Crew : 5:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
2- 4 volunteers needed to take down shade canopies, fold and put away tables and chairs, gather and 
put away supplies, take down signage, empty trash, take down perimeter tape.  Ensure lawn is clean 
and clear. 
Other Roles: 

• Communication and Newsletters 
• Web site updates 
• Technical assistance (mailing lists, spreadsheets, etc) 
• Put up and take down signage around town, distribute lawn signs 
• Take photographs and newsletters, website and social media updates 
• Write Grant applications 

 
CHANNEL 15 AT 6 PM ON SUNDAY EVENINGS  After several weeks of technical difficulty 
and changing schedules, we have a permanent time slot on cable Channel 15 in Westfield.  Our 
Sunday morning service will be repeated every Sunday evening at 6 pm.  Why was a service in Lent 
shown on the Second Sunday in Easter?  This is a mystery that we are trying to solve…. 
 
STEWARDSHIP  WE ARE GRATEFUL that so many have been faithful in financial 
contributions as well donations of your time, talents, and food, books, and clothing for our on-going 
giving ministries.  Our extremely lean operating budget for the year is in deficit.  If you have not 
made a financial gift to the church this year, we ask that you give what you can. 
 
COVID-19 VACCINATIONS As eligibility increases for COVID-19 vaccines, please let us know 
how we can help.  If you need help making a vaccination appointment online or getting to that 
appointment, please call the church office at 413-562-5461.   

 
 

 
 
 

“Drawn in by Grace; Reaching out in Love” 
God calls people of any age, race, ethnicity, gender, or sexuality to join us in worship and work  
in the world.  God’s grace draws us in: straight, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer—all of us.   

And together all of us reach out with God’s love. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rev. Nancy Webb Stroud, Rector 
Scott A. Bailey, Music Director   Jess Lee, Program Minister 

The Rt. Rev. Douglas Fisher, Bishop 
The Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts 

The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop and Primate 
The Episcopal Church 
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